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in India, are best*described in a letter from De Bussy to
Dupleix, written when the French power in India was
at its zenith.
To form a true judgment of the advantageous change in
tlie affairs of the French in India, we must go back to the
times when they were obliged, for the interest of their com-
merce, in a servile manner, to carry their presents, and pay
their homage to those petty chiefs whom we do not at
present deign to admit to our durbar, except when some par-
ticular interest requires it. ... The Nawab of Arcot, incon-
siderable as he is with regard to the Subadar of the Deccan
. . . behaved to us as a sovereign to his subjects. His
letters to our governors ran in a strain of authority
opprobrious to the French nation. We never appeared be-
fore him but as suppliants, carrying presents, which he con-
tinually exacted from us. If any even of his inferior officers
came towards Pondicherry, formal deputations were sent out
to meet them with the greatest marks of respect. . . . For
a Subadar of the Deccan to condescend to write to the .com-
mandant-general of the French was a thing unheard of^ and
not to be expected. When Nizam ul-Mulk . . . came into
the province of Areot . . . the European nations strove who
should give him the strongest marks of their submission, and
omitted no means of gaining his favour ; yet he deigned not
to write to any of the governors who represented those
nations ; and hardly honoured with a look the rich presents
laid with all imaginable respect at his feet, as a token of
homage and dependence, . . .
The great plain of the Carnatic, which was now to
become the theatre of war, was well cultivated and
thickly peopled. Keservoirs, maintained by Government,
supplied water for irrigation. The roads were bordered
by large trees, which gave a grateful shade, and added
to the beauty of the country. Every three or four miles
the traveller found a choultry, or way-side resting-
place, with its attendant Brahman, in which he might